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Ways	to	reduce	risks	in	well-used	areas	include:
●	 deterring informal parking beneath trees; damage to roots may not be apparent 

for many years and increases risk of failure
●	 re-locating facilities such as play equipment, seats, picnic tables, barbecues, 

information boards, commemorative plaques, hides, fishing platforms, horse 
jumps, feeding centres etc

●	 re-routing paths and tracks where legally allowed
●	 redesigning mown paths in areas of long grass, a proven method of directing 

people away from high-risk zones
●	 placing structures and assembly points beyond the falling range of trees 

Effective	ways	of	deterring	access	area:
●	 planting brambles and thorny shrubs
●	 using logs or piles of deadwood
●	 allowing grass to grow
●	 leaving brushwood around the tree
●	 temporary exclusion in adverse weather conditions
●	 changing the area’s use, eg to hay meadow and for grazing

baLanCing risK wiTh bEnEfiTs
outdoor activity increases in fine weather, with people remaining longer in certain 
areas. in summer, one option to reduce risk from falling branches is by the simple 
practice of not mowing under the trees’ drip-line. However, within the play sector 
there is a strong recognition that it is important for children to get “back to nature”, 
including interaction with trees. Decisions need therefore to balance benefits with 
risks when considering segregating trees and people.

the ntsg, its management committee and its individual member 
organisations in producing this report have endeavoured to ensure the 
accuracy of its contents. the guidance and views in this report should always 
be reviewed by those using the report in the light of the facts and merits of the 
particular case and specialist advice obtained as necessary. no liability for 
negligence or otherwise in relation to this report is accepted by the ntsg, its 
management committee, member organisations or their servants or agents. 
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Further	information
this leaflet is based on the key elements 
of the full guidance document, which is 
available from the forestry commission 
Publications service as a hard copy and 
from the ntsg website as a free 
downloadable PDf:  
www.forestry.gov.uk/publications  
www.ntsg.org.uk  
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